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HEDGE END, WEST END AND BOTLEY LOCAL AREA COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REVIEW 
2019/2020

This has been my second year as the Chair of the Hedge End, West End and Botley (HEWEB) 
Local Area Committee. It is always good to look back on what has happened in the year and 
to plan for the forthcoming 12 months. 

Along with my other colleagues on the Committee, we have taken some important decisions 
connected with where people will live, learn, work and play. It is important to stress that we 
are more than a planning committee, and this is highlighted by our area action plan and the 
achievements of the Committee.

I have chosen to largely base my review upon the area action plan in a year that has been 
disrupted by the General Election and more significantly the COVID 19 crisis.

AREA ACTION PLAN

Our aim is to maximise the community benefits from major planning applications and I am 
pleased to update you on the following: -

Boorley Park 

I was invited to attend the official opening of the Boorley Park School this year. Managed by 
the Wildern Academy Trust, the school building and surrounding facilities provide a great 
environment within which to learn. Adjacent to this facility, is the new community centre 
and Multi Use Games Area. These facilities along with the sports pavilion and allotments will 
hopefully open to the public later this year under the management of Botley Parish Council.

In addition to funding of approximately £30,000 for the kitchen at the community centre, 
the Committee has also allocated £70,000 to assist with furnishing these facilities.

Funding has also been allocated for the two play area sites. It is hoped that consultation for 
the play area next to the sports pavilion, will commence once the COVID 19 restrictions are 
lifted. 

Hatch Farm

A working group consisting of Borough and West End Parish councillors and officers in 
addition to representatives of the local residents’ association and a consultant have now 
met to progress the play area and open space projects which include a skate park feasibility 
study. Given the proximity of Barnsland, it has been decided to combine the two projects to 
ensure that provision is not duplicated and that links to both sites are enhanced.



APPENDIX B

Chair’s review of HEWEB LAC – 2019/20 Page 2

Woodhouse Lane

I was pleased to attend the ground-breaking ceremony to mark the official commencement 
of works to construct Deer Park School which will provide much needed secondary school 
places in September 2021. As part of this development, Hampshire County Council, Wildern 
Academy Trust, Hedge End Town Council and Eastleigh Borough Council have been working 
together to enhance the school’s community provision. It is expected that two planning 
applications for an all - weather pitch and an extension to the sports hall in addition to one 
for grass pitches will be submitted by the end of the Summer. A community use agreement 
is also being devised as this will ensure that the benefits for the community are maximised. 

OTHER PROJECTS

Wildern Swimming Pool roof and spectator seating

Following the completion of the feasibility study, works to install a new roof and spectator 
seating commenced in November. At the time of writing, it is unclear what impact the 
COVID 19 crisis will have on the delivery date of this project but it is now hoped that this will 
be in the Autumn. This project will have a major impact for swimmers but it will also provide 
a stunning visual impact for everyone arriving at the entrance to the School’s campus.

Former Budgens’ site, Hedge End

The demolition of the former supermarket building is now complete and we are working on 
plans to provide facilities which will meet local need and also enhance this central area of 
Hedge End. Councillors were also keen to keep the adjacent car park open during these 
works and this was achieved thanks to the contractor and project management team.

Itchen Valley Country Park

Following on from the creation of the Woodland Café, the Committee remains ambitious for 
the Country Park which is seen as a “jewel in the Borough’s crown.” There are some 
enhancements to the infrastructure which are required before further investment in 
facilities is made. I am pleased to report that the Park is now connected to mains electricity 
and that drainage works have commenced.

The Committee has funded 10 litter bins and a major upgrade to the equipment and 
surfacing at High Hill Fields play area. We have also agreed to change the use of the 
bridleways so that these are safely accessible by more of our customers. The inclusion of a 
dog wash has also proved a hit with dogs and their owners!

I would also like to offer my congratulations again to the staff at the Country Park as they 
have achieved the Green Flag standard for the 11th year in a row.
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PUBLIC ART

One of the highlights of my year was opening the Knot Sculpture at the former Moorgreen 
Hospital site with Councillor Mac Donald, Chair of West End Parish Council. This piece of 
public art was designed by Tim Ward of Circling the Square to reflect the history of the site. 
The engagement of both the Borough and Parish Council in addition to pupils at St. James’ 
School, the developer, Barratt Homes and West End History Society resulted in the creation 
of an impressive community asset.

The other public art projects are in progress namely the gates at the entrance to the Berry 
Theatre which will be completed once the swimming pool roof is finished; the heritage 
markers for West End are awaiting licence approval from Hampshire County Council and the 
designs for the green routes in Hedge End have been circulated to members of the working 
group.

PROJECTS OUTSIDE OF THE AREA ACTION PLAN

The Committee has responded to requests from residents and partners to provide the 
following: -

Additional parking at Ratcliffe Road

Upgraded Boardwalk behind Berrywood School

Additional funding for Hilldene Community Centre’s car park

Upgrades to the old Fire Station building in West End

Balancing pond clearance at Cheltenham Gardens

Flower towers for all three shopping centres in HEWEB

Conservation at Woodstock Close Eco Park 

Funding for the kitchen at the Old School House, Hedge End 

KEY PARTNERSHIPS

I have already mentioned our work with the Town and Parish Councils, Hampshire County 
Council and Wildern Academy Trust. 

Another major piece of work was undertaken by Councillors Gomer, Jurd and Trace with 
members of the HEWEB Youth Partnership to review the youth services in our area. I am 
grateful to everyone who was involved as we now have funding which is better directed and 
in line with local need. The creation of a revamped HEWEB Youth Council is the next step 
with the involvement of young people in critical decisions.
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In line with the Youth Partnership’s Development Plan, we continue to fund the Friday Night 
Football sessions in partnership with Botley Parish Council; provide match funding with 
Hedge End Town Council for the Young People’s Wellbeing Service, known also as the 
Teenage Drop in Centre (TADIC) and Park Sport in partnership with all three local councils. 

The Ageas Bowl is another key partner and we are fortunate to have a world class facility on 
our doorstep. The venue played host to several international teams as part of the Cricket 
World Cup. The Ageas Bowl was a resounding success in terms of the venue but we were 
very aware of the issues that our residents experienced in terms of inconsiderate parking 
and poor behaviour from a minority of the supporters. This discontent was also very evident 
at the Ageas Bowl Liaison Panel and it was resolved to conduct a feasibility study into a 
potential match day Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) which would involve adequate 
consultation with local people. 

TRAFFIC

Continuing this traffic theme, the Committee also helps to resolve neighbourhood traffic 
issues either through the approval of traffic regulation orders or the use of speed limit 
reminder devices. Work on TROs has dominated the Committee’s agendas this year even 
surpassing the number of planning applications. As I said at the outset, we are more than a 
planning committee!

CONCLUSION

On behalf of the Committee, I would like to acknowledge the support that we receive from 
our partners, staff, local organisations and volunteers. I would like to especially thank the Local 
Area Manager and Assistant Local Area Manager for the help and support they give to the Chair, 
Committee, Town and Parish Councils, local groups, organisations and residents.

As I write this review, we are still in the midst of the COVID 19 crisis but what has struck me 
is how communities have supported each other and this is something that we need to build 
upon when the crisis is over.

Our new local area action plan was approved in January and we will continue to carry out 
those actions. However, I would like to propose that our community grants are allocated to 
those community groups and activities, especially in the voluntary sector, which will help 
support our local communities after COVID.

Councillor Cynthia Garton – Chair of the Hedge End, West End and Botley LAC

April 2020


